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By reducing dietary fat, increasing fiber in-
take, consuming a variety of fruits and vege-
tables, and avoiding obesity, every American
can take steps to reduce the risk of cancer.
The National Cancer Institute, in collabora-
tion with the food industry, sponsors ‘‘5 A
Day For Better Health,’’ a national program
that encourages people to eat five or more
servings of fruits and vegetables daily. And
researchers continue to investigate nutrition
programs that may have the potential to pre-
vent cancer.

Mammography is another resource that
can make a vital contribution to cancer con-
trol efforts, helping doctors detect breast tu-
mors at an early, more treatable stage. In-
deed, 93 percent of all women diagnosed
with early breast cancer this year will live
5 years or longer. Recognizing the impor-
tance of this diagnostic tool, third-party reim-
bursement for mammograms is on the rise,
and Medicare covers most of the cost of
screening mammography for women over the
age of 65. I encourage State governments,
insurance providers, medical facilities, and
employers to develop policies that improve
women’s access to this life-saving, affordable
procedure.

In another step forward, the Food and
Drug Administration has proposed changing
its review process for new cancer therapies.
This new approach will shorten development
time by several years, and the FDA is also
cutting its own review time in half—from a
year to about 6 months. All of these changes
mean new therapies will be available sooner
and will be accessible to more of our Nation’s
cancer patients. The FDA’s initiative could
immediately affect at least 100 drugs now
being studied—with dozens of them getting
to the market sooner—and improve the lives
of millions of Americans who can take advan-
tage of those therapies.

To publicize these advances and options,
the National Cancer Institute’s Cancer Infor-
mation Service helps patients, health profes-
sionals, and the public in all 50 States and
Puerto Rico. Toll-free telephone service pro-
vides accurate, up-do-date information about
prevention and detection methods, diagnosis,
treatment, rehabilitation, and research. In
addition, the CIS’ outreach system has devel-
oped partnerships with other cancer organi-

zations and Federal, State, and local health
agencies to promote cancer education initia-
tives aimed at medically underserved and
other special populations.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of
the National Cancer Act, which expanded
and intensified America’s efforts to stop can-
cer. We can take pride in the gains that have
been made toward this goal during the past
quarter-century, but we must also remember
the essential work that remains. As we ob-
serve Cancer Control Month, let us renew
and strengthen our abiding commitment to
controlling and eliminating this disease so
that our children and grandchildren can lead
longer, healthier lives.

In 1938, the Congress of the United States
passed a joint resolution requesting the
President to issue an annual proclamation
declaring April as ‘‘Cancer Control Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim April 1996, as Cancer
Control Month. I invite the Governors of the
50 States and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Mayor of the District of Columbia,
and the appropriate officials of all other areas
under the American Flag to issue similar
proclamations. I also call upon health care
professionals, private industry, community
groups, insurance companies, and all inter-
ested organizations and individuals to unite
in support of our Nation’s determined efforts
to control cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of March, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:54 a.m., April 1, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 2.

Remarks on the Anticancer Initiative
March 29, 1996

Mr. Vice President, Secretary Shalala, Dr.
Kessler, Congressman Richardson, welcome.
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To all of you who are here, I welcome you,
and I thank you, each in your own way, for
the power of your example.

I thank Stacy, too, especially for being here
and telling us her story and doing it in the
way that she did. We know we can thank
modern medicine, but you saw a little bit of
her steel and grit when she was talking, and
it’s a great testimony to her faith and to her
inner strength. I think that we ought to ask
her parents to stand since she mentioned
them.

Would you stand up, please, Mr. and Mrs.
Oller? Thank you. [Applause] Thank you very
much.

Perhaps more than any other health statis-
tic in America, cancer touches virtually every
family. My mother and my stepfather suc-
cumbed to cancer; the Vice President lost
his sister. Just before coming here today I
proclaimed April Cancer Control Month over
in the Oval Office, and I was there with sev-
eral cancer patients and their families.
They’re all over here, and I want to thank
all of them for coming to visit with me, the
children and the adults alike, the parents, the
brothers, the sisters. As families, they are
fighting for a way to win this battle, and the
rest of us owe it to them to give them every
chance they can to win. That’s why we’re
here today; we want to have more people
like Stacy.

More than ever before, we know from the
sheer statistics that cancer is treatable and
beatable. We know that early detection and
prevention are critical. We have, therefore,
put more resources in to mammograms for
women over 50, and we have taken a very
strong stand against the use of tobacco by
young people and against any attempt to in-
duce them to use it.

When cancer does strike, we have an ever-
growing arsenal of new drugs and cutting-
edge therapies to fight it. But before any
treatment can get to patients, we need to
make sure it is safe and effective. The devel-
opment and approval process can take years.
When a member of a family get cancer, the
whole family bears the pain and years are
sometimes far, far too long. These families
should not also suffer from the stress of
knowing that there may be better remedies

already out there, but they’re somehow not
quite available.

So I’m happy today to say to those patients
and to their families, the waiting is over.
Today, we announce a major new initiative
to speed new cancer therapies to our people.
These changes will affect at least 100 drugs
now being studied. Dozens of them will get
to the market sooner, and that means they
can help Americans suffering from cancers
of the breast, lung, ovary, prostate, and colon,
among others. For these Americans, we can-
not guarantee miracles, but at least now new
hope is on the way.

With our reforms, cancer patients won’t
have to leave the country to look for promis-
ing treatments. If a drug does demonstrate
effectiveness, patients will have access to it
here even while the drug continues to under-
go tests for approval. Let me emphasize,
these steps will speed cancer drugs to pa-
tients who need them when they need them.
They will help to save lives. They will give
cancer patients a better chance. They will do
all this by cutting redtape, but they will not—
they will not—cut corners on safety. We are
doing this the right way, and it is the right
thing to do.

This initiative is part of our National Per-
formance Review, popularly known as
REGO, reinventing Government. This re-
markable effort has been chaired brilliantly
by the Vice President, and it will, among
other things, now cut the development time
for drugs by as much as several years. At the
same time, the FDA will cut its review time
for these drugs from 12 months to 6 months.

The initiative contains four major propos-
als:

First, we propose to accelerate approval
for cancer drugs by allowing companies to
apply to market a treatment that is still being
tested. In other words, if a drug shows prom-
ise by shrinking tumors, for example, it can
be considered for approval. That could cut
several years off the time needed to get a
drug to market.

Second, we propose to expand access to
drugs that are already approved in other
countries. The FDA will encourage the spon-
sors of these experimental drugs to apply for
permission to distribute the drug to eligible
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cancer patients before final drug approval is
granted here in the United States.

Third, we propose that cancer patients be
better represented in FDA advisory meet-
ings. These committees play a major role in
policy and product decisions. And cancer pa-
tients who have valuable insights and the
most at stake should be at the table when
these decisions are made.

Fourth, we propose fewer applications for
additional uses of approved cancer drugs.
Often, these applications are for uses the
drug maker does not even intend to market.
By cutting out these unnecessary applica-
tions, we will free investigators from paper-
work and allow them to devote more time
to cancer research.

These four steps are the results of listening
to patients, to their families, to their advo-
cates, to the pharmaceutical industry, the
doctors, and the researchers. This initiative
shows what we can do when we work to-
gether.

Since 1938, our Nation has looked to the
FDA to protect and improve the public
health by making sure that medicines we take
help us, not harm us. Our commitment to
safety must never waver. Under Commis-
sioner David Kessler, the FDA has rein-
forced that commitment while working to
speed drug approval in the right way. In 1987
it took an average of 33 months to approve
new drug applications. In 1994 96 percent
of new drug applications were acted on with-
in 12 months.

On AIDS drugs the United States was the
first to approve five of the six antiviral treat-
ments for the disease. The most recent of
these drugs was approved in 42 days, a
record. And the FDA has been the first to
approve new drugs for ovarian cancer, for
lymphocytic leukemia, for cystic fibrosis, for
multiple sclerosis, for Lou Gehrig’s disease
and Alzheimer’s. Under Dr. Kessler, more
than ever, the FDA is a place where advance
science and common sense work together for
the American people.

Now using the principles of the National
Performance Review, we have an oppor-
tunity to help more Americans conquer can-
cer. These four steps will make a big dif-
ference, and we are glad to give them to the
American people today.

Now I’d like to ask the Vice President to
come up here and talk just a few moments
about the reinventing of these regulations,
how we did it, what we hope will happen.
And let me say, again, how grateful I am to
Secretary Shalala, to Dr. David Kessler, and
to the Vice President, and to all the other
good people at FDA. We can keep our peo-
ple safe and save more lives, and that’s ex-
actly what we’re determined to do.

Thank you, God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:06 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Stacy Oller, who introduced the
President.

Proclamation 6876—Education and
Sharing Day, U.S.A., 1996
March 29, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In looking forward to the 21st century, we

recognize that excellence in education is the
key to our Nation’s future. At a time when
we face difficult choices about how best to
strengthen that future, our commitment to
meaningful education for our youth must re-
main absolutely firm—we have a profound
obligation to put children’s needs first and
to make the essential investments that will
help them succeed.

Throughout his distinguished life, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel Schneerson was an advo-
cate for the high-quality education and
strong values young people need to become
productive and caring citizens. Drawing on
a deep tradition of faith and a dedication to
strengthening family and community ties, the
Lubavitcher Rebbe sought to help our youth
become responsible leaders and moral think-
ers.

On this day and throughout the year, let
us join parents, teachers, and concerned peo-
ple everywhere who are following Rabbi
Schneerson’s example by empowering young
people with essential skills and knowledge.
By nurturing their minds and spirits together,
we can help our children to embrace all of
the exciting challenges ahead.
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